
Adoption 
Program Children Waiting To Be Matched Adoptive Parent Requirements Professional 

Service Fee  

Waiting Time 
To Be Matched 
With A Child

Travel 

INTERNATIONAL 
Bulgaria

Boys and girls 0-10 with special needs, 
including siblings between the ages of 2-10.

Children with special needs including but 
not limited to unpredictable or unknown 

developmental delay, fetal alcohol syndrome, 
blindness, spina bifida, autism spectrum 

disorder, Down syndrome, behavioral disorders 
and physical disabilities.

Heterosexual married and unmarried couples, single men and women living 
throughout the United States.

Applicants 55 and older should consult with Spence-Chapin.

Mental health and medical conditions will be considered on a case-by-case 
basis. No recent/significant legal history.

$16,000 
Networking*

$18,500 NYC area

Country and 
immigration fees 

additional

Approximately 24-36 
months after dossier 

submission.

Families pursuing the 
adoption of a waiting 

child can anticipate the 
entire process to take 

12-18 months.

Two trips of 7-14 
days each

Approximately 
3-6 months after 

acceptance of 
referral

INTERNATIONAL 
Colombia

Boys and girls 0-10 with special needs, 
including siblings between the ages of 2-10.

Children with special needs including but 
not limited to unpredictable or unknown 

developmental delay, behavioral and learning 
disorders, neurological disorders, Down 

syndrome, and physical disabilities.                                           

Single men and women, married and unmarried couples, heterosexual and 
LGBTQ parents living throughout the United States.                        

Applicants 25-45 years must be open to a minimum specified age range of 0-4 
years old at the time of referral. Families 46-50 years old must be open to a 

specified age range of 5 - 9 years old. Applicants 50 and older should consult 
with Spence-Chapin.

Mental health and medical conditions will be considered on a case-by-case 
basis. No recent/significant legal history. 

      

$16,000 
Networking

$18,500 NYC area

Country and 
immigration fees 

additional

Approximately 12-24 
months after dossier 

submission.**

Families pursuing the 
adoption of a waiting 

child can anticipate the 
entire process to take 

12-18 months.

One trip of 4-6 
weeks

Approximately 
3-6 months after 

acceptance of 
referral

INTERNATIONAL
Colombia 
Heritage

Medically healthy boys and girls ages 0-10, 
including siblings between the ages of 2-10. 

Single men and women, married and unmarried couples, heterosexual and 
LGBTQ parents living throughout the United States.                                

Families applying to this program must have a Cedula.

Colombia heritage families 25-45 years must be open to a minimum specified 
age range of 0-4 years old at the time of referral. Families 46-50 years old must 

be open to a specified age range of 5 - 9 years old.
Applicants 50 and older should consult with Spence-Chapin.

Mental health and medical conditions will be considered on a case-by-case 
basis. No recent/significant legal history.

$13,750 
Networking*

$16,250 NYC area

Country and 
immigration fees 

additional

Approximately 12-24 
months after dossier 

submission***

One trip of 4-6 
weeks      

Approximately 
3-6 months after 

acceptance of 
referral

INTERNATIONAL
South Africa

Boys and girls 12 months to 10 years old with 
medical needs such as HIV, unpredictable or 

unknown developmental delay.

Single men and women, married and unmarried couples, heterosexual and 
LGBTQ parents living throughout the United States.       

Applicants 48 and older should consult with Spence-Chapin.                                        

Mental health and medical conditions will be considered on a case-by-case 
basis. No recent/significant legal history.

South Africa requires that families adopt within birth order. Families with 4 or 
more children will not be eligible to adopt from South Africa.

$16,000 
Networking*

$18,500 NYC area

Country and 
immigration fees 

additional

Approximately 24 
months after dossier 

submission***

One trip of 6-8 
weeks

Approximately 
3-6 months after 

acceptance of 
referral

Domestic Special 
Needs (ASAP)

Boys and girls, typically infants under 6 
months old, occasionally toddlers and older 

children.                              

Children are medically fragile. Their conditions 
usually require therapeutic and/or medical 

interventions throughout the child’s entire life.                                                                                                             

Single men and women, married and unmarried couples, heterosexual and 
LGBTQ parents living throughout the United States.    

Applicants 50 and older should consult with Spence-Chapin.        

Mental health and medical conditions will be considered on a case-by case 
basis. No recent/significant legal history.          

No placement fee

Home study fee 
additional

Varies depending on 
children in care and 

family’s child request

Families will 
need to travel 
to the NY/NJ 

metropolitan area

Domestic Infant 
Adoption (DAP)

Boys and girls, typically infants under 8 weeks 
old.

The babies in this program reflect the racial 
and ethnic diversity of the greater New 

York City area. Most children are of African 
American and Latino backgrounds.

Single men and women, married and unmarried couples, heterosexual and 
LGBTQ parents living in New York or New Jersey.

Applicants 50 and older should consult with Spence-Chapin.                        

Mental health and medical conditions will be considered on a case-by case 
basis. No recent/significant legal history.                          

$46,000 Approximately 24 
months

Families will 
need to travel 

within the NY/NJ 
metropolitan area

ADOPTION PROGRAMS
(212)400-8150 / info@spence-chapin.org

www.spence-chapin.org



Spence-Chapin is a licensed and accredited nonprofit organization that has been offering quality adoption services for more than 100 years. Our 
mission is to help find loving families for children whatever their needs or circumstances and provide counseling and support for all children and the 
families to whom they have been born or entrusted

*Networking: adoptive families living outside of New York City, Westchester/Hudson Valley, Long Island, and northern New Jersey. These families will
complete their home study with an approved home study provider in their local community. NYC Area/Local: families living within New York City,
Westchester/Hudson Valley, Long Island, and northern New Jersey and will complete their home study with Spence-Chapin.

Please note: All international and special needs adoption programs are available to families living throughout the United States. Spence-Chapin is 
committed to lowering the financial barriers to adoption whenever possible. Families adopting through Spence-Chapin have access to Your Adoption 
Finance Coach, which provides adoptive families with the tools they need to create a customized financial plan to fund their adoption. Adoptive 
families should anticipate various expenses including the adoption application fee, home study fees, the country program fee, and the cost of travel. 
Spence-Chapin can provide detailed fee information for each adoption program upon request.

**Dossier Submission: All international programs require specific documents and forms for inclusion in an adoption application, which is considered a 
dossier. Wait time to be matched with a child begins after the dossier is registered by the country.

Spence-Chapin promotes equal opportunity for all clients by complying with local, state and federal laws and regulations. We do not exclude, deny 
applicants, or otherwise discriminate on the basis of race, ancestry, color, religion, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, national 
origin, age, disability, citizenship, military service obligation, veteran status or any other basis protected by federal, state or local laws. Our policies and 
practices are intended to ensure that all clients are treated equally. 

This is intended as a guide to adoption Information and is subject to change at anytime. Please contact our team at 212-400-8150 for the most current 
adoption program details.

(212)400-8150 | info@spence-chapin.org  | www.spence-chapin.org


